
Methods:
ØAnalysis of New York State social studies standards and 

framework for women’s and gender studies materials
ØAnalysis of previous research of women’s and gender 

studies in classrooms, the implications, and benefits of 
such. 

ØSet of semi-structured interviews with high school social 
studies teachers from a CNY high school with questions 
concerning women’s and gender studies in standards and 
classrooms. 

Findings from analysis of NYS social studies framework:
ØGender is mentioned in few sections of the standards- Belief 

Systems: Rise and Impact (9.2); Enlightenment, Revolution, and 
Nationalism (10.2); Tensions Between Traditional Cultures and 
Modernization (10.8); Social and Economic Change/Domestic 
Issues (1945-Present) (11.10); and Civil Rights and Civil 
Liberties (12.G2)

ØMost mentions of “gender” are in reference to “inequality” or 
“roles.”

ØMentions of gender are brief, and across grades 9 through 12, 
occur a total of 5 times. 

Findings from analysis of NYS social standards:
ØTwo mentions of gender in the standards, both in the intermediate 

World History standards.
ØFive sets of standards for social studies in New York- History of 

the United States and New York, World History, Geography, 
Economics, and Civics, Citizenship, and Government. All 
Standards are split between three levels- elementary, 
intermediate, and commencement. 

ØThere are other mentions of women’s and gender studies topics 
and materials, but gender is explicitly mentioned significantly 
less than any other topic. 

Previous Research:
Ø Catharine Stimpson discusses resistance to women’s and 

gender studies
Ø Hesitation to include women as colleagues, scholars, 

thinkers, etc.
Ø Director and Co-Founder of Be Her Lead, Edith Johnson, in 

“Why We Need  Feminism in Schools.” 
Ø “Rather than skirting around issues like gender inequality, 

which affects the fabric of our society and therefore every 
student’s life experience, we need to embrace feminist 
values and thinking as important tools in the re-shaping 
not only of our curriculum, but of our whole education 
system” (2020).

Ø Calls for: adjustments to teacher recruitment and training 
methods, hierarchies of power withing schools, and 
creating a different narrative surrounding education.

Ø Teachers Christy Cartner and Emily Warren published 
“Integrating Women’s Studies into the High School 
Curriculum.”
Ø “Classes focusing on women’s issues can reinforce 

content and skills learned in other classes, with the 
opportunity to explore topics such as the history of 
feminism, body image, gender roles, politics, media, 
health, economics and pop culture” (2017).

Research Questions:
ØWhere and how is gender discussed in New York State 

social studies curriculum and standards?
ØWould teachers like to involve more women’s and 

gender studies materials into their lessons?
ØWhat are teacher’s perspectives and concerns about 

teaching women’s and gender studies materials in the 
United States?
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Semi-Structured Interviews:
Ø Done with two World History teachers from a Central 

New York High School
Ø One teacher also teaches sociology
Ø Results:
Ø Decided lack of women’s and gender studies content 

in the standards and curriculum
Ø Both teachers include additional information related 

to women’s and gender studies into their lessons
Ø Parent pushback
Ø Funding limitations to having a women’s and gender 

studies class
Ø Teachers are willing to teach women’s and gender 

studies and see the benefit of students having access 
to that information

Conclusions:
Ø There is an overall lack of women’s and gender studies 

formally included in New York State social studies framework 
and standards.

Ø Teachers use their own initiatives to teach women’s and gender 
studies materials in their classrooms.

Ø Research stemming from the 1970’s shows an overall 
resistance to women’s and gender studies which reflects some 
modern attitudes

Ø Teachers and activists outside of New York share similar 
sentiments regarding the inclusion of women’s and gender 
studies materials in classrooms
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